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have chided and fought against for
years and years and years because they
believe in government. We believe in
people.

Today, the American people are the
true winners. In spite of the fact that
change still does not come fast enough,
here we are. And there is a major
change in Washington. Government is
shrinking and the American people are
truly the victors.
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BUSINESS AS USUAL

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, we
have got the great bipartisan budget
deal, a balanced budget with generous
tax cuts. If it seems too good to be
true, do you know what? It is.

This is not a new day in Washington,
DC. This is business as usual. Cutting
up a fat hog, made wildly optimistic
assumptions about the economy and
revenues, cut social programs a little.
Do not take a penny out of the Penta-
gon and give a host of generous tax
cuts slanted toward the most wealthy
in America and the largest corpora-
tions. A deal written behind closed
doors announced last night; no written
copies available to Members of Con-
gress, nothing available for review, but
it will be voted on tomorrow night,
just to be certain that no one knows
the details before the details leak out
and it begins to stink like the Potomac
in August.

f

b 1015

TRIBUTE TO HAP BAKER

(Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. Madam
Speaker, yesterday in Carroll County,
MD, we laid to rest a great American,
Hap Baker. Hap was the inventor of the
guidance system for the Patriot mis-
sile. He was proud of that. But he was
probably proudest of this little button
which he was never without for the
past several years: ‘‘Politically incor-
rect, and proud of it.’’

Hap felt that he was politically in-
correct because he had an undying
commitment to the great principles of
limited government and individual
rights set forth in the Constitution.
Hap was aghast that a profligate Con-
gress passes law after law and never
questions the constitutional authority.
He was particularly supportive of sec-
ond amendment rights.

But first and foremost, he was a con-
servationist. Hap understood that even
in a perfect world, the Lord asked
Adam and Eve to dress and keep the
garden, and Hap wanted to help. We
miss you Hap, and we will not forget
you and what you stood for: ‘‘Politi-
cally incorrect, and proud of it.’’ God
bless.

BALANCED BUDGET AND TAX
AGREEMENT

(Mr. ROEMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ROEMER. Madam Speaker, I rise
in strong support of the bipartisan bal-
anced budget and tax agreement. This
proposal achieves two long-sought-
after objectives. One, it will balance
the budget in a fair and equitable man-
ner. And, second, it creates new pro-
grams for children’s health, education,
and modest tax relief for hard-working
Americans.

Now, with this recently-agreed-to
budget proposal, we have $24 billion for
children, we have tax relief for small
farmers, small businesses and, yes, low-
income people at $25,000 a year; we
have educational help for people in col-
lege.

Madam Speaker, this permanently
rejects the tax-and-spend label on
Democrats. And, yes, it will continue
to say the Democrats come up with
new ideas that work effectively for
hard-working people in America.
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AMERICAN PEOPLE ARE WINNERS
IN BALANCED BUDGET AGREE-
MENT

(Mr. BOEHNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BOEHNER. Madam Speaker, and
my colleagues, it is really going to
happen, the first balanced budget in a
generation, the first tax cut from
Washington in 16 years, and a program
to strengthen and preserve Medicare.

Members from both sides of the polit-
ical aisle worked together; the White
House worked with us honestly to
bring about these achievements. So
there are a lot of people going to be
claiming credit today and a lot of peo-
ple claiming who the winners really
are. The real winners in this agreement
are the American people, the American
people who sent us here to do their bid-
ding and to do their work.

Over the last 21⁄2 years, it has not just
been this balanced budget and this tax
cut and this preservation of Medicare
that we have accomplished, it has been
welfare reform, a generation of politi-
cians trying to come to grips with this
issue, illegal immigration reform,
health care reform, elimination of over
300 Federal Government programs, sav-
ing over $50 billion.

This Congress continues to do what
the American people are demanding, a
smaller, less costly, less intrusive gov-
ernment here in Washington, moving
power back home so Americans can
make more decisions about their own
lives.
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IN SUPPORT OF BALANCED
BUDGET AGREEMENT

(Ms. STABENOW asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. STABENOW. Madam Speaker, it
is my pleasure today to rise in support
of the balanced budget agreement that
we will be voting on later this week.

Before I entered the House in Janu-
ary, we had a Congress that was shut-
ting the Government down, not once
but twice. We now have new faces. We
now have the President’s leadership in
bringing together people on both sides
to create a bipartisan agreement. This
is an agreement that when it first
came before the House I could not sup-
port because it very much gave relief
to those at the top, hoping that those
at the middle somehow would receive
it through trickle-down economics.

But what we have now is very dif-
ferent. The efforts, the hard work of
the last few weeks have made a tre-
mendous difference. We now see mid-
dle-class families, small businesses,
family-owned farms receiving the kind
of relief that we have been fighting for.
Education is now a top priority; chil-
dren’s health care for families that
work but do not have insurance.

This is a dramatically different pro-
posal than the one that passed a few
weeks ago. The hard work paid off. The
folks that have been communicating
their concerns for middle-class Amer-
ica have made a difference.

f

OVERSEAS PRIVATE INVESTMENT
CORPORATION

(Mr. ROYCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ROYCE. Madam Speaker, the
Overseas Private Investment Corpora-
tion, known as OPIC, provides loans
and insurance to corporations operat-
ing overseas and at below-market cost.
It is a subsidy. OPIC competes with
private banks and insurers, only OPIC
operates outside of the market, with
the full faith and credit of the Amer-
ican taxpayer behind it. The American
taxpayers are at risk.

The Royce-Andrews-Kasich amend-
ment, which will come up on Thursday,
is a modest proposal. It calls for spend-
ing no more than $20.8 million on this
program. We are asking that OPIC live
within the administrative expenses
budgeted for it in 1994, when its current
authorization level was established.

In this time of corporate downsizing
and shrinking budgets, is it really so
much to keep OPIC’s budget from
growing by $12 million, or 50 percent? I
do not think so. I urge my colleagues
to vote ‘‘yes’’ for this amendment on
Thursday.
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IN SUPPORT OF ROYCE-ANDREWS-
KASICH AMENDMENT

(Mr. JACKSON of Illinois asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Madam
Speaker, I rise today in support of the
Royce-Andrews-Kasich amendment,
which is a bipartisan amendment that
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